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Impact of COVID-19 Call for Paper/Research 
 

Background and purpose 

The COVID-19 pandemic has, and will continue to have, a major impact on lives across the 
globe, including here in Canada. The CIA is actively monitoring the outbreak and keeping our 
members informed on the latest actuarial thinking and best practices related to it.  

The CIA Research Council dedicated a significant portion of this year’s budget to drive forward 
research projects aiming to achieve two major goals: 

1. Better understand the short- and long-term impact of COVID-19.  
2. Help the actuarial profession, the insurance industry, and the public better mitigate the 

current crisis, and prepare for future pandemic situations. 

To that end, the CIA Research Council is calling for the submission of research ideas and 
proposals related to COVID-19 that help achieve these goals. 

 
Request 

The CIA Research Council encourages the submission of research proposals that can fulfill our 
goals to better understand the impact of COVID-19, and harness the unique skill set of the 
actuarial profession to develop an effective approach to handle the pandemic situation. 

To help provide some guidance/inspiration, the Research Council suggested several research 
themes for considerations. Note that the list below is not exhaustive and proposals on other 
topics will be considered: 

Theme #1: Direct/indirect impacts to insured benefits under a pandemic 

• Examples: Extra death benefits; potential changes in mortality and longevity; impact on 
group and disability benefits; impact on home and auto insurance. 

Theme #2: Broader impacts to the insurance industry  

• Examples: Short- and long-term impacts on new sales in terms of channels, product 
types, and the amounts; business and investment strategies; internal operational 
events; pandemic and stress testing modelling and techniques. 

Theme #3: Impacts to pensions and retirement plans  

• Examples: Impacts of disruption in contributions, markets, and unpredictability of 
longevity and other future outcomes.
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Theme #4: The new normal  

Depending on what the new normal would be and how fast the transition would be, there are 
wider implications across the economy including the insurance industry.  

• Examples: Future government policy; monetary policy; sustainability; 
retiree/policyholder behaviours. 

Theme #5: Collaboration opportunities beyond traditional actuarial and insurance 

A more coordinated approach across multiple disciplinary practices will likely yield a more 
comprehensive viewpoint on the evolving situation and changing circumstances. We encourage 
proposals that offer an outside of the box approach and expand the use of the actuarial skill set 
beyond the traditional applications of actuarial science.  

• Examples: Could physicians and bioengineers be looking for statistical independence 
tests to validate potential drugs? Could actuaries search for an anomaly in the 
recovered/affected populations using algorithms?  

 

Instructions for submission 

Please fill out the electronic form: https://survey.zohopublic.com/zs/QHCsiE 

 

Timeline 

The Research Council is looking for proposals both for short-term projects (within the next 6–12 
months) and long-term projects (12+ months). 
 

• Please submit your proposal for short-term projects by June 1, 2020, at 23:59 (ET). 
• Please submit your proposal for long-term projects by October 15, 2020, at 23:59 (ET).  

 

If you have any questions, please contact Shlomit Jacobson, Program Manager, Research, at 
613-236-8196 ext. 157. 
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